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ACNE
Mild
*  Comedonal lesions
*  Non-inflammatory or
   Only a few inflammatory lesions

Moderate
*  Comedonal lesions
*  Non-inflammatory and
  Several inflammatory lesions

Severe
*  Comedones
*  Inflammatory papules (numerous)
*  ± Nodules, cysts

SCARRING

Scarring acne (any severity) Mild acne Moderate acne

Topical Therapy Oral Therapy
± Topical retinoids ± Tricyclen
± Benzoyl peroxide ± Diane-35
± Topical antibiotics in women who

desire contraception

Topical Therapy
+

Oral antibiotic or Diane-35

Isotretinoin

Reassess 6-12 months

Assess at 2 months for
safety/tolerability

Assess at 4 months for efficacyAssess at 2-3 months

Treatment
success

RELAPSE Satisfactory
improvement

Inadequate
response

Satisfactory
improvement

Inadequate
response

Continue
therapy

Modify
topical

therapy or
treat as

moderate
acne

Stop oral antibiotics
after 6-8 months;
Continue Diane-35
9-12 months;
Continue topical therapy
& review after 2-3
months

RELAPSE

Isotretinoin

Repeat
Isotretinoin

> 1 year, existing scarring
*  Dermabrasion *  Surgical excision
*  Laser resurfacing *  Punch exision & grafting
*  Chemical peels *  Soft tissue augmentation

Yes No


